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Transcript of Articles of Confederation (1777)

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we, the undersigned, Delegates of the
States affixed to our Names, send greeting: Whereas the Delegates of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, did on the fifteenth day of November, in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy seven, and in the second
year of the Independence of America, agree to certain articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, in the words
following, viz. Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New
Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

[Article 1-XI1I]

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of
the legislatures we respectively represent in congress, to approve of, and to authorize
us to ratify the said articles of confederation and perpetual union, Know Ye, that we, the
undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose,
do, by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and
entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said articles of confederation and
perpetual union, and all and singular the matters and things therein contained. And we
do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they
shall abide by the determinations of the united States, in congress assembled, on all
questions which by the said confederation are submitted to them; and that the articles
thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, and that
the Union shall be perpetual. In withess whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, in
Congress. Done at Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, the ninth day of July, in
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight, and in the third
year of the Independence of America.
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