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The Greater Reconstruction 
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U. S. Coal Deposits 
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World Copper Deposits 
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Can the nation hold together? 

What’s the relationship between 
the central government and the 

states? 

And the regions? 

How do cultural minorities fit 
into the nation? 

Who is an American? 
A citizen? 
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Questions the Greater 
Reconstruction Asked and Tried to 

Answer 
•  Can the nation hold together? 
•  What’s the relationship between the 

central government and the states and 
regions? 

•  Who are the Americans? 

Can the nation hold together? 

Fair Oaks/Seven Days Battles: 
May 31-July 1, 1862 
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Western Legislation: 1862 

•  Homestead Act:  May 20 
•  Transcontinental Railroad and Telegraph 

Act:  July 1 
•  Morrill Land Grant Act:  July 2 

Acres Settled, 1607-1900 

            1607-1870:         407,000,000 

            1870-1900:         430,000,000 
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Railroad Trackage: 1840-1860 

Railroad Trackage:  1840-1890 

•  1841:       3,535 miles 
•  1848:       5,996 miles 
•  1861:     18,374 miles 
•  1890:     93,262 miles  
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1800 

1830 

1857 
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1930 

Land Distribution: 
Homesteads v. Railroads 

•  Land “proved up” under Homestead Act, 
1862-1880:         19,265,000 acres 

•  Land granted to railroads, 1862-1880: 
                             127,000,000 acres 
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What’s the relationship between 
the central government and the 

states? 

And the regions? 
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How do cultural minorities fit 
into the nation? 

Who is an American? 
A citizen? 
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Racial Insiders 

Racial Outsiders 
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Racial Outsiders 

Racial Outsiders 
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Racial Insiders and Outsiders 

Freedman’s Bureau 
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Hampton Institute 
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Carlisle Indian School 

Hampton Institute 
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E Pluribus Unum 

E Pluribus Unum 

E Pluribus Unum 




