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African Americans & Indians & the American 

Revolutionary Era

“The World Turned Upside Down”

Thomas Peters

Thayendanegea  

(Joseph Brant)

African “Call & 

Response”

“Beneath the Raven 

Moon”

“The World Turned 

Upside Down” 

(18th-c. engraving)

Thomas 

Peters
Kidnapped 

African

•1759

•Yoruba 

people

•Present-day 

Nigeria
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Thomas Peters
Kidnapped 1759

Thomas Peters

Runaway Slave:

3 times before 1770 

20% of colonists were 

black in 1776

Tobacco

Rice

Thomas Peters to North Carolina
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Thomas Peters

1775

Fled to 

Lord 

Dunmore 
(Virginia Royal 

Governor)

Lord Dunmore

Thomas Jefferson:

30,000 slaves fled to Dunmore

1769

Dorah 

and Child

Fugitives from 

Slavery: 

Declaring their 

Freedom
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Fighting for the British

Fighting for the 

Revolutionaries
Battle of Lexington & Concord 

(April 1775)

Prince Easterbrooks

Prince Easterbrooks

Washington 

Crossing the 

Delaware

Bunker Hill:

Peter Salem
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Washington 

Crossing the 

Delaware

Washington Crossing 

the Street

Pass for Cato Rammsay, escaped slave, to 

leave America with the British, 1783

Slaves Leave with British

• Nova 

Scotia 

(Canada)

• West 

Indies

• England

Thomas 

Peters

1775

Fled to Lord 

Dunmore 
(Virginia Royal 

Governor)

Lord Dunmore
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Thomas Peters
•War refugee with other Loyalists

•1783: To Nova Scotia (Canada)

Wood Cutter, Nova Scotia, 1788

Petition of 

Thomas Peters 

to the British 

Prime Minister 

demanding a 

“competent 

settlement” for 

black Loyalists

1790

Thomas Peters
•“Moses” to Africa

•1792--to Sierra Leone
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Thomas Peters

Struggled for 

Life

Liberty & the 

Pursuit of Happiness

Native Americans in the Revolutionary 

Era

• Perpetual 

Hostilities 1750-

1800

– “Play Off” System

• Cultural 

Reinvention

• Various 

biographies

Thayendanegea

1750

1763

Diplomacy: “Play 

Off System” and 

Warfare
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Pontiac (Ottawa) & Delaware Prophet

American Revolution: 1776

• How to respond?

– Joseph Brandt

Thayendanegea

(1742-1807)

North 

America 

1783

After Treaty of 

Paris ended the 

War for 

Independence

150,000 

Indians
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Choices After The American Revolution?

• Molly Brandt

– Flee to Canada

• Cornplanter

– Reservations

• Handsome Lake 

(1790s) 

– Cultural 

Reconstruction

– Combines  

Iroquois & 

European values Handsome 

Lake

Cornplanter

Native American Cultural Resistance

• Return to traditional 

ways

• Established “Prophet’s 

Town” in Indiana

Tenskwatawa: 

“The Prophet”

Native American 

Physical 

Resistance

Tecumseh

Red: Prophet’s Message

Blue: Tecumseh’s Travels
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Native American Resistance

• War of 1812 (U.S. 

against Britain)

– Tecumseh fought with 

British

– Killed in battle in 1813


