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 Teaching American History 

American Revolution 

Project Planning Worksheet 

Definition: 

This lesson asks students to use their higher order thinking skills of application, analysis, 

synthesis and evaluation when looking at the Declaration of Independence.  Students will look at 

the wording used, the explanation of the indictment against King George and put it into words 

common to our language today.  Students should be introduced to the issues facing colonists 

around the time of the American Revolution that influenced the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence. In the process of doing this lesson students should begin to understand the reasons 

some wanted to break away from Britain.   

Essential Questions: 

 Did the crimes of King George, listed in the Declaration of Independence, justify the 

colonies break from England? 

 If our President committed the same crimes today, against U.S. citizens or people in 

territorial claims, would it justify impeachment of the President or a territory breaking 

from the United States? 

 Did any of the ideas in the Declaration of Independence help to unify the citizens of the 

United States?   

Classroom Activity: 

Depending on classroom size and ability what will be accomplished daily will vary.  Times are 

estimates. 
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Day 1: Activities 1-7 

Day 2: Activities 8-10 

Day 3: Activities 11-12 

1. Pass out copies of The Declaration of Independence. 

2. Have students start out by working with one partner. 

3. As a class, read the Declaration of Independence as a class. 

4. As you’re reading have students highlight any words they do not know the meaning of or 

whose meaning they’re unsure of.   

5. When you’re finished have students pick 3 of their highlighted words to add to the class 

glossary.  If a word is picked and defined by another class member students must find 

another word to define. Students may use a dictionary or go to www.dictionary.com to 

define their words.   

6. Have students go through the document and count the number of crimes the colonists 

charged King George III with.  Each charge should be numbered. 

7. Go through each individual crime as a class to ensure students have the correct number of 

crimes and each is numbered correctly. 

8. Divide the crimes amongst the groups.  Have students indicate on their copy of The 

Declaration of Independence the crime(s) they have been assigned. 

9. Have students go to 

http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php.  This site lists 

each of the indictments against King George and gives an explanation of each.  (Note: 

http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php.  The highlighted 

http://www.dictionary.com/
http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php
http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php
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number in the website address is the indictment number.  If students delete it and put the 

number they are looking for in its place it will take them directly to that indictment.) 

10. On a separate sheet of paper, students will read each crime they were assigned and 

describe it, in their own words, or using present day language.  Explanations/ rewrites 

should be no longer than one or two sentences.  

11. Once students are finished, as a class read the first and last paragraphs and, as a class, 

come up with a revised version of the two using today’s language.   

a. Have students answer the journal on the following questions: 

b. Do you think the actions/crimes of King George were severe enough for the 

colonists to break away?  Explain/justify your answer using a minimum of four 

sentences. 

c. If our President would have committed the same crimes today or similar crimes 

(against U.S. citizens or people in American territories), would do you think they 

should be removed from office.  Explain your answer in a minimum of four 

sentences.  

d. In your opinion, did any of the ideas in the Declaration of Independence help to 

unify the citizens of the United States?  If yes, identify one and explain in a 

minimum of two sentences how it brought citizens together.  If no, explain how 

the ideas did not unify the colonies in a minimum of two sentences.  

Strategies Used: 

 Reading and evaluating a primary source 

 Writing: expressing an opinion and evaluating explanations of each of the indictments 

 Research: definition of terms used 
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Primary Sources: 

Declaration of Independence 

 “The Declaration of Independence”.  Ushistory.org.  Independence Hall Association.  

Web.  14 May 2011.  http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document 

Resources: 

 http://www.dictionary.com  

 Any print Dictionary 

 http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php  

 “The Declaration of Independence”.  Ushistory.org. Independence Hall Association.  

Web.  14 May 2011.  http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document  

Standards: 

1B: The student understands the principles articulated in the Declaration of Independence. 

 Draw upon the principles in the Declaration to construct a sound historical 

argument regarding whether it justified American independence. 

 Explain how key principles in the Declaration of Independence grew in 

importance to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

Evaluation: 

 (Each teacher will define “well written” or “applicable evidence” differently.)   

Definitions: The required number of definitions have been completed by each student/group and 

the correct definition is used.   

http://www.dictionary.com/
http://colonialhall.com/histdocs/declaration/declarationanalysis01.php
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document
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Journals: Use the following rubric to evaluate: 

1. Student stated their point of view. 

2. Student used appropriate arguments to back up their opinion. 

3. Student used the correct number of sentences in their journal. 
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